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Local Business Owner Recognized Nationally

- Just Between Friends of Columbia, Missouri named national “Franchise of the Year”

Columbia, MO – Columbia-born business owner, Michelle Wiginton, lives by a creed that also shapes her professional goals. It states, “When you do the right things for the right reasons, it comes back to bless you.” 

That has been her focus as the owner of Just Between Friends (JBF) in Columbia, Jefferson City, Rolla, Fort Leonard Wood and St Charles, Missouri. This approach to business has earned her the award of “Franchise of the Year” by Just Between Friend’s Franchise Systems, Inc., the nation’s largest children’s and maternity consignment sales event. 

“This is a truly unique mom-powered and mom-empowered effort that extends beyond just simply running her local semi-annual community children’s consignment sales events. Michelle Wiginton gives back to Missouri families on a grand scale and the rewards are evident in support from thousands of bargain-savvy Missouri moms,” says Shannon Wilburn, president and co-founder of Just Between Friends Franchise Systems, Inc., headquartered in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Wiginton’s franchise topped more than 100 other franchises in 22 states to earn the coveted recognition for her extensive community involvement, personal consigner relations, and continued growth of participation from area moms as consignors, volunteers and shoppers. 

“Over the past four years, our volunteer teams of local moms have coordinated and hosted 24 Just Between Friends events,” says Michelle Wiginton, who accepted the Franchise of the Year Award at JBF’s National Conference in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. “From the beginning, we focused first on serving others and helping moms in the community recycle their outgrown and unused children’s items. Our success is a natural outcome of serving others in our community and promoting a greener lifestyle that makes good financial sense for everyone involved.”
The success of Michelle Wiginton’s franchise, says Wilburn, is due to the personal contact and relationships that Wiginton develops with her consigners. Her dedication has not only created a successful business, it gives back to the community by finding the right sellers and right buyers for high-quality children’s and maternity consignment clothing, baby equipment, toys, etc. 

During each Just Between Friends’ semi-annual sales events, local families can sell their new and gently-used children’s and maternity items, while setting their own price and earning up to 70 percent of the sales. Franchise owners, like Wiginton, provide the venue, coordination of volunteers and marketing to make each event a true success, where all moms feel welcome, appreciated and an important part of the event. The money earned from Wiginton’s events also benefits, in part, several children’s charities, including The Lighthouse Shelter and Operation Homefront Missouri.
About Just Between Friends
In 1997, Just Between Friends was created in a living room in Tulsa, Oklahoma when President Shannon Wilburn, a mother of two young children, and her friend Daven Tackett hosted a sale, while inviting 17 friends to be consigners. Promoted only in their neighborhood, the gross sales reached approximately $2,000. That’s when the idea caught on. Each season, they held a new, larger event that continued to grow.  In 2003, Wilburn and Tackett formed Just Between Friends Franchise Systems, Inc., and began developing and selling franchises. Currently, they have 112 franchises in 22 states.  They have received national attention on several national television shows including ABC News, Good Morning America, CNN, Headline News, Inside Edition and CNBC’s The Big Idea. They have been named to Inc. Magazine’s 500-5000 List of the Fastest-Growing Private Companies in the U.S. three years in a row. The company has also been featured in The Seattle Times, St. Louis Post Dispatch, Sacramento Bee, LA Times, Daily Oklahoman and broadcast outlets in dozens of cities across the country including St Louis, Kansas City, Dallas, Houston, Minneapolis, Denver and Seattle. 

For more information on Just Between Friends, visit www.jbfsale.com or contact Diane White at 918.770.3905 or by email at DianeWhite@jbfsale.com
