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Just Between Friends Offers 7 Money-Saving Shopping Tips this Holiday
The Nation’s Leading Consignment Event Shares Secrets to Shopping Resale
Tulsa, Okla. - With the holidays approaching, many families are searching for ways to save. When the Black Friday sales have ended, there are still some great options to save money and shop “green” by shopping at consignment or resale stores. 

Shannon Wilburn is President and Co-Founder of Just Between Friends Franchise Systems, Inc., the nation’s leading children’s and maternity consignment event.  She offers seven key tips to be a savvy consignment shopper during the holidays with advice on what and how to shop second hand. 
1. Buy holiday clothing and save a bundle

“Because holiday outfits are something kids typically wear once, maybe twice, you can find ‘like new’ outfits for 50 to 90 percent off retail,” says Wilburn. “And you could get lucky and find clothing that has never been worn, often with tags still attached.” 

2. Always check for quality

When shopping consignment, Wilburn suggests always taking a few extra minutes and checking the hemlines, buttons, seams, and looking closely at the colors. 

“We call our items ‘gently used’ and that is the key to finding great deals at consignment sales/shops, as well as second hand shops. Since the Wall Street crisis in 2008 and the recession that followed, saving money has become rather in style and chic,” she says. “I think shoppers are pleasantly surprised when they find the great quality and great deals at consignment events and shops.  When shoppers see how much money they can save…it’s often hard for them to pay retail again.” 

3. Trendy and stylish winter wear doesn’t have to be expensive
These are great items to buy at consignment, especially since kids outgrow their clothing and shoes so quickly. Snow clothing and gear are generally used for special events or days with extreme weather.  Deep discounts on gently used snow pants, jackets, coats and winter boots can be found when shopping second-hand. 

4. Find a consignment store/event that sets guidelines and standards 
“The key to finding a quality store or event is finding one that inspects items and sets guidelines and standards. If not, you may feel like you are digging through items like a garage sale,” says Wilburn. “At JBF, our inspections guidelines are fairly strict.  We check all clothing items for wear, tear and more.  We check baby equipment and toys for safety, to make sure they are not on the government recall list.”

Since second-hand shopping is often ‘buyer beware’, you can find the recall list at www.cpsc.gov. 

5. Toys are a steal

Toy shopping at consignment stores can save you a bundle, especially on items for toddlers and little ones. 

“Often moms will consign toys their children received as gifts but never used,” says Wilburn. 

5. Electronics are on sale year-round

Xbox, Playstations, DVDs, V-Tech toys, the list goes on and on.   Electronics are typically  deeply discounted and in great condition. At Just Between Friends events, Wilburn says these items can be found no matter what time of year. 

6. Decorate for less 
“This is where the re-gifting habit comes into play,” Wilburn says. “Often you can find new or like new decorations, like candles, ornaments, stockings, wreaths, lighting, and more.” 
7. Shop midmornings or early afternoons

Mondays are prime shopping days, since many consigners bring items in over the weekend. For the best times, however, Wilburn suggests coming midmorning or early afternoon, while avoiding the lunch rush and the after school rush. During the midmorning and early afternoon hours, there are typically no children and fewer customers. One easy way to be the earliest shopper is to sign up to volunteer or consign at a consignment event and be there first. 

These tips will not only help you save on holiday shopping but you can save when shopping year-round. However, as Wilburn explains, you can do more than save money, you can make money by consigning your own items. 

“You can literally find cash in your closet. On average our consignors will earn 200-$400 dollars at our spring and fall consignment events. Many consignors earn more than $1000.  Spend a little time going through your items looking for items that are still in style and in good condition,” Wilburn says.

For best “selling” results, Wilburn says clothing should be cleaned and pressed, free of stains, and on hangers. Another great “selling” tip is taking your consignment clothes and making an outfit.”
“For smaller sizes, combine a cute top with jeans and a hat to really grab attention and show the possibilities,” adds Wilburn. “Also, spraying clothing with Febreeze to give them a new clean smell is a great idea.”
For toys or baby equipment, make sure all the parts and pieces are there, advises Wilburn. She adds that it is a good idea to clean the items, getting rid of dirt, scuffs and any debris that show usage.  Taking a little extra time preparing your merchandise can mean more money in your pocket. 
Although many stores set the price, some consignment events – like Just Between Friends consignment events - allow consigners to determine the price. In that case, you should set the price at one-third or one-half off what it would retail for new. An easy guideline is following the three-dollar rule, which means your minimum price should be three dollars. So, when necessary, combine smaller items to create this purchase standard. 

“At Just Between Friends, we pay up to 70% percent to our consignors, where most stores only pay about 40 percent,” says Wilburn. “Check and see if there is a JBF sale or other event in your area and consider saving your items for one big event. If there isn’t a Just Between Friends event in your area, we would love to help you start one.”

For applications for franchises and additional information on JBF, visit www.jbfsale.com. 

About Just Between Friends
In 1997, Just Between Friends was created in a living room in Tulsa, Oklahoma when President Shannon Wilburn, a mother of two young children, and her friend Daven Tackett hosted a sale, while inviting 17 friends to be consigners. Promoted only in their neighborhood, the gross sales reached approximately $2,000. That’s when the idea caught on. Each season, a new, larger event was held. In 2003, Wilburn and Tackett formed Just Between Friends Franchise Systems, Inc., and began developing and selling franchises. Currently, they have 112 franchises in 22 states.  They have received national attention on several national television shows including ABC News, Good Morning America, CNN, Headline News, Inside Edition and CNBC’s The Big Idea. They have also been featured in The Seattle Times, St. Louis Post Dispatch, Sacramento Bee, LA Times, Daily Oklahoman and broadcast outlets in dozens of cities across the country including Dallas, Houston, Minneapolis, Denver and Seattle. 

For more information on Just Between Friends, visit www.jbfsale.com or contact Diane White at 918-794-3555 or by email at DianeWhite@jbfsale.com
