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Local Moms Breath Sigh of Relief over Clarification of HR 4040

(Tulsa, OK) Just Between Friends, the nation’s largest maternity and children’s consignment sales event franchise, has been working with national law makers to clarify the recent U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) HR 4040 law that goes into effect next month. 
“Congressmen Sullivan and Rush, who is the author of this new law, were very receptive to the needs of American moms and their need to be able to resell, recycle and recoup from their families’ gently-used items,” said Shannon Wilburn, president of Just Between Friends. “We, as leaders in the children’s consignment industry, have been very active with CPSC recalls for years and have provided lead testing kits at our sales events, so there will be no real changes for Just Between Friends. Each of our franchises will continue to help consignors monitor children’s recalls and strive to educate local moms on the known safety hazards of recalled toys, equipment and other materials exposed to our children (including lead).”
In an official statement from the CPSC, “Sellers of used children’s products, such as thrift stores and consignment stores, are not required to certify that those products meet the new lead limits, phthalates standard or new toy standards. The new safety law does not require resellers to test children’s products in inventory for compliance with the lead limit before they are sold.” (CPSC Clarifies Requirements of New Children’s Product Safety Laws Taking Effect in February
Guidance Intended for Resellers of Children’s Products, Thrift and Consignment Stores) For the full announcement, go to http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml09/09086.html. 
As it was originally written, moms who wanted to resell their children’s outgrown and unused items would have had to get each item tested for lead before it could be sold, which is not financially feasible or environmentally responsible. Mommy blogs, online chat rooms, social networking groups and local bargain hunters have been up-in-arms since the announcement about HR 4040 gained more attention earlier this month. Tens of thousands of stay-at-home-moms who resell items at consignment events, on eBay, Craigs List, garage sales, etc. would all have been negatively impacted without the recent clarification regarding resellers. 

“As a co-founder of the Just Between Friends children’s and maternity consignment sales event franchise system, I applaud the CPSC’s efforts to better ensure the safety of our children,” said Daven Tackett, who is also vice president of the JBF Franchise System Inc. “I am also happy that upwards of 150,000 American families can continue to recycle their gently-used items and make some much needed income during these tough economic times.” 

Just Between Friends, which offers 77 sales events in 19 states, has experienced unprecedented growth over the past twelve months and continues to see record numbers of moms signing up to participate in their semi-annual sales events. Consignors have embraced JBF because the company’s focus is on moms and their success as consignors, shoppers and volunteers in their local communities. In fact, every JBF franchise works with one or more local charities to donate desirable maternity and children’s items to area families in need. 

“Just Between Friends got hundreds of calls, emails and requests about HR 4040 asking how it would affect the spring sales and what moms could do to get the value out of their items that JBF offers them,” said Wilburn. “We know how they feel because we are also moms and consignors of our own families’ items. Tens of thousands of American moms count on Just Between Friends to sell their outgrown clothing, toys and equipment and provide them with an affordable opportunity to purchase the items their families need next. But, it’s not just about shopping for life’s luxuries, our consignors also make mortgage payments, purchase kid’s clothing and put food on the table with the money they make by participating in our events.” 

Thankfully, the new resolution is just positive reinforcement to Just Between Friends. It does raise the standard for other reselling establishments that may not have paid close attention to recalls in the past, but that only makes our world safer for all of our children. For more information on how you can participate in your local Just Between Friends, visit www.jbfsale.com. 
